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A CIRCULAR IN CONNECTION WITH THE CHINESE

EMERGENCY.

(For all the ecclesiastics in the world.)

We, the Buddhists of Great Japan, beg to inform

our revered ecclesiastical brethren in the world, that the

disturbances in China having now reached their climax,

her national prestige is at stake, her administration is virt-

ually held in abeyance, and moreover the Boxes being

still at large, the fundamental statutes of the country

have fallen into utter disorder. It is true that within,

men of public spirit are not wanting who, with the utmost

energy and enthusiasm, are endeavouring to avert the

present situation, and that without, some of the friendly

Powers are ready to assist them in their cause. Yet there

is hardly any prospect for the restoration of the empire to

its former condition, and 400 millions of souls are virtually

at a loss to know what course to take. Under these

circumstances the social distress as well as moral corruption

have now reached a pitch too serious to be described

in detail. How and when is such a disorganization to be

remedied ? How is it possible for us who have pledged

ourselves to undertake the work of salvation, to remain

silent with folded hands ?

Ihe question justifies itself when we consider that

the present complications in China are likely to affect to

a serious extent the interests of the whole world. Still
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more forcibly does it assert itself when we consider that

the disturbances in China are supposed to have had their

origin in the workings of religion. Although in regard

to schemes for the amelioration of the condition of the

Middle Kingdom in future, we have to look to the mutual

negotiations between the proper authorities of China and

of the Powers, yet we are fully convinced that the work

of eradicating the roots of evil and consolidating the

permanent welfare and peace of China must necessarily

be placed in the hands of the propagandists of religion.

With these views on the situation we, the followers of

Buddha, out of friendly feelings towards China as a

neighbour, in discharge of a duty obligatory upon us as

preachers of religion, and more particulary from the sense

of a responsibility devolving upon us in connection with

religion in China, have thought it expedient to submit our

sentiments to the consideration of ecclesiastics throughout

the Avorld
;
inasmuch as we are perfectly confident that

the benevolent and generous ecclesiastics of the world,

pardoning our audacity and removing the barriers now

existing in respect of differences in religion, will accede

to and sympathise with our proposrls for the sake of

the welfare of the Chinese people and of the tranquillity

of the world at large.

It is indeed certain that the forms of religion in

the world are manifold. But it is equally certain that in

spite of the dissimilarity of religions in their tenets as

well as in rites,— in short, in their external organization,

—the fundamental principles embodied in what we re-

gard as the higher classes of religion, to say nothing of

those which still remain undeveloped, are in all cases



essentially, if not entirely, analogous. More particularly

is this the case with all the advanced forms of religion

which are based upon the principle of love for mankind,

and in which the light of this principle is utilized to

destroy the darkness of life and to deliver myriads from

sin and distress, with the avowed object of securing for

the world a higher state of happiness and prosperity,

which can be attained by the development of humanity

to the utmost perfection. Such, indeed, may be the

fundamental principle to which the religion owes its ex-

istence, — a principle by virtue of which religion can

secure its firm footing and its essential operations. That

principle alone is, in fact, a universal truth, an absolute

path to follow
;
and if religion is thus to stand on such

a general truth, its propagators ought always to abide

by it.

As already remarked, religion embodies a supreme

path to be followed by men, and therefore the pro-

pagators of its doctrine ought never to be disturbed by

temptations existing beyond the pale of religion. The

propagandists of religion are morally bound not to look

beyond the principle of universal love, and the souls

for which salvation may be worked by means of these

principles.

If, yielding to restrictions imposed by society, they

are to change the spirit of their instruction in respect

of the difference or peculiar circumstances of a country,

its race, civilization, and customs and manners, or are to

endevour to accomplish ends other than those dictated

by the legitimate principles of religion, by implicating

themselves in human ambition or intrigue, they must
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virtually be regarded as having lost the footing on which

their fundamental principles require them firmly to stand.

Nothing can be more inconsistent for the true pro-

pagators of religion than to pursue such a course.

The great teachers of religion in the olden time have

pertinaciously adhered to the doctrine of universal love,

and kept their thoughts concentrated on it. A retrospect

of history shows that reverend ecclesiastics from all nations,

especially the missionaries from the various Christian Church-

es, have sailed to China in spite of its great distance, and

have settled there one after another for more than one

thousand years since the days of the Tang Dynasty, and

that notwithstanding the great difficulties they had to con-

tend, they have, with but one heart, exerted their energies

for the propagation of their doctorine, and at the same time

for the development of Chinese civilization. This they have

done simply to the end that the zeal thus displayed for

the furtherance of social happiness or welfare might have

the effect of securing salvation for the Chinese people by

virtue of that principle which commands general love for

mankind. In this respect we, the followers of Buddha,

can not sufficiently express our sincere admiration for

them. Nevertheless, having perceived with no small

regret, that Buddhism in China has so completely declined

as to have lost all vestige of influence upon the morals

of men, we the Buddhists of Japan have also started

work for the propagation of our tenets in that country.

But as we are still only in the preliminary stage of

operations, and are thus destitute of experience, we have

as yet been unable to achieve anything worthy of notice,

and we are a.shamed within ourselves for our inability to
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follow in the steps of and bring about the result secured

by the Occidental Churches in the Middle Kingdom.

There can be no denying that the sincerity as well

as enthusiasm displayed by the Ministers of Christian

Churches in China is anything but insignificient. They

have not only succeeded in establishing Churches in every

territory and distributing their preachers in the various

provinces, but also secured, by dint of unremitting efforts,

suitable machinery for the salvation of the souls of the

Chinese people, by instituting schools, libraries, hospitals,

poor asylums, orphanages, kintergartens, printing as well

as publishing offices,—all of them obsolutely indispensable

for the development of civilization, and all magnificently

equipped and maintained for the furtherance of social

welfare in China. The brilliant success thus secured by

the Missionaries in China, the world can not for a

moment doubt. Nor is it an exaggeration to say that

the zeal and sincerity displayed towards the Chinese is

really extraordinary, and the latter, recognising the im-

mense benefits thus administered by them, ought to show

feelings of extreme tjratitude and at the same time

readiness to do everything in return for their benefaction.

The Chinese however, contrary to expectation, have not

only failed to appreciate the favours bestowed upon them

by the foreign missionaries, but have destroyed Church

buildings, persecuteci Ministers, and taken the lives and

properties of Christians, with little or no thought of

consequences : in short, their violence and cruelty have

known no bounds. And yet, if we carefully consider the

character of the Chinese, we may covince ourselves that

they were not originally hostile to foreigners, or to foreign
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relig-'ion
;
they were on the contrary signalized from the

olden time as a people remarkable for a tolerance tvhich

absolutely deterred them from rising in arms in religious

collision,—a statement for which history furnishes ample

evidence. In spite of these plausible qualities they are

now found to be as a nation imbued with a violent anti-

religious spirit, and, as such, not only have they failed

to take cognisance of the merits achieved by the extra-

ordinary love and sincerity of the missionaries from the

West, but have even been led to assert that the source

of their ever-increasing intolerance against religion lies

in the works of these missionaries.

Surely there must be substantial reasons for such

an anomaly. Whenever we reflect upon these circum-

stances, we can not but express our profound regret for

the deeds of the missionaries in China. In investigating

the cause of the anti-religious spirit of the Chinese, we
find that apprehension and terror entertained towards the

foreign missionaries were virtually the origin of their

implacable hostility. They have perceived that these

missionaries have secured for themselves an immunity

calculated to subvert their established customs and man-

ners
;

they have also recongnised in their attitude a

tendency to ignore the statutes of the country and a

desire to accomplish the most selfish ends by the oppres-

sion of the Chinese government and people. They have

moreover supposed that the foreign evangelists in China

have arrogated to themselves the power of protecting

the followers of their creed in utter disregard of the

latter’s criminality under the laws of the State, whereas

non-believers, though legally innocent, were frequently
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entrapped into a crime. Under these circumstances they

were led to the conclusion that the foreis^n missionaries

in China have been exertinof their energies for the ac-

complishment of a certain obnoxious ambition by stirrins^

up the unprincipled rabble of the country, and with

this object in view made their chapels and cathedrals

a sort of asylum for criminals. The Chinese began

to entertain the idea that the missionaries were in-

timately connected with the foreign policy of their own

countries, and that having made themselves instrumental

in carrying out the intrigues of their own governments,

they must have laboured for some sinister design such as

the extension of territory, along with the development

of commerce. They saw w'ith gross apprehension that

in respect of foreign machinations the missionaries w'ere

the first to come, followed by Consuls, with generals at

their back
;
and they have feared that behind a man

who had come with a Bible in his hand, stood a warrior

armed with a spear and a sword.

They have apprehended that the result of all these

intrusions would be claims for compensation, plunder

of territory, and what not, the final settlement of the

affair being only reserved for the country with every

indication for its entire subvertion. With such apprehen-

sion and terror it is quite natural that they should

entertain a strong prejudice against foreign religion. It

seems to us that this motive or spirit has virtually led

the Chinese to the organisation of the Boxers’ society

;

and this feeling having strengthened itself within the bosom

of the Celestials, eventually brought about those disturb-

ances which have been going on since last spring when
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incidents occurred involving the political authority of the

central government in dispute. The violence and cruelty

perpetrated by the Chinese really deserve to be deprecat-

ed with the utmost indignation, but when we turn our

thoughts deep into their heart, we are almost unable to

avoid a feeling of quasi-sympathy.

Nevertheless, it must be clearly understood that we,

the followers of Buddha, are in no way disposed to in-

culcate the idea that the fears and doubts entertained by

the Chinese are in every respect justifiable. On the

contrary we do not hesitate to condemn them as hav-

ing laboured under gross misapprehension
;
inasmuch as

there is no reason to suppose that the propagators of

religion who are perfectly familiar with the fundamental

doctrine of universal affection should have been persuaded

to enter into proceedings calculated to create apprehen-

sion and terror on the part of the Chinese. Can it be

presumed, however, that the missionaries themselves are

entirely free from responsibility on this point in spite of

their having excited the Chinese to entertain erroneous

views in connection with their conduct ? As for ourselves

we are inclined to believe that the errors of judgment

into which the Chinese have fallen are, in many respects,

attributable to the conduct of the missionaries in China,

and that the justice, of this assertion may be firmly estab-

lished by taking into consideration the statements of the

officials directly concerned in the foreign policy of their

own countries, the public reports of the foreign Ministers

accredited to the Court of China, the information given

by the most trustworthy journals in the world, together

with the existing annals of the Chinese empire and its
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actual condition. In short, the proceedings of the Mission-

aries were far froni being compatible with the principle of

universal benevolence to which they ought to have ad-

hered, and that they have alienated themselves from the

true sprit of their Churches at home by stepping beyond

the legitimate sphere of religion, can in no way be

denied. Such, of course, was not the intention they

may have originally entertained, and might simply be

regarded as the result of a bungling into which they

have accidentally fallen. Still there can be no manner

of doubt that in their dealings with the Chinese they

have, in fact, advanced beyond the reasonable limits of

operation.

To this is to be attributed the cause of suspicion as

well as apprehension on the part of the Chinese : in this

is to be found an element of provocation for the recent

insurrection in China. If that be the case, then it follows

that the missionaries are to be held largely, if not en-

tirely, responsible for the present disturbances in the

Middle Kingdom. As a matter of fact, the propagators

of religion ought to seek for peace and inspire men with

the principles of humanity, but the missionaries in China

have constantly assumed an obnoxious attitude, and have

thus brought upon religious world a great disgrace and

chagrin.

Such being the case, we, the Buddhists of Japan, can

not but express our desire that all the ecclesiastics in

the world would, in conjunction with us, recognise the

above fact—a fact which clearly shows that the Mission-

aries in China have proceeded far beyond the fundamental

principles of religion, — and devote their energies to
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formulating a plan by whicli the suspision as well as the

apprehension harboured by the Chinese against the foreign

missionaries may speedily be removed. Unless such a

course be taken, how is it possible for them to uphold

the gospel of humanity and love—to illumine the darkness

with the light of peace and welfare ? Unless such a

scheme be adopted, the four hundred millions of souls

are certain to degenerate into a state of overwhelming

distress and affliction, and the East Asian firmament is

permanently to be darkened with clouds of disaster and

insurrection. We as disciples of Buddha can hardly

restrain our fear and lamentation at such a prospect

when we think of the Great Truth shininsf above and

of four hundred million souls groping below.

But how is the fear and apprehension on the part

of the Chinese to be cleared away ? On this question

we Buddhists are prepared to submit two proposals to

the propagators of religion in the world for their sincere

acceptance and approval. The first is, that the ecclesi-

astical authorities in the world should exercise their in-

fluence in restraining the missionaries in China from

proceedings which are likely to create suspicion on the

part of the Chinese as to the existense of their secret

connection with the foreign policy of their own countries.

They should, for instance, be withheld from inducing their

own governments to carry out schemes conducive to suc-

cessful angarandizement at the expence of China, on the

plea of persecution inflicted,—a plea frequetly resorted to

whenever more or less suffering has been inflicted on

them by the Chinese. Nor should they be allowed to

claim compensation for damages incurred as they have



hitherto done, for nothing can be more incompatible with

the true principles of religion.

When some time ago a Japanese Buddhist temple

at Amoy Avas burnt by the Chinese, we Buddhists being

desirous to persuade the home government to refrain

from pressing the Chinese authorities on this particular

account, have renounced all claims lor damage, and this

we did simply with a view to the discretion which we

ought to exercise in the interests of religion. A glance

at history shows that the great teachers of every religion

in antiquity, despite the persecution which they have

incurred, have not only not displayed any spirit of hostility

or vengeance, but on the contrary have prayed, with

compassion, to have the heavenly blessing bestowed upon

the persecutors. It is earnestly to be recommended,

therefore, that we, together with all the propagators of

religion in the world, should be prepared to inspire

ourselves with the noble spirit of the ancient sages, and

instead of holding inimical feelings against the Chinese

who have perpetrated so much havoc and atrocity upon

the missionaries, should endevour to do good for evil,

and to supplicate a permanent blessing upon this pitiful

race.

The second proposition we have to susbmit to our

venerable brethren consists in withhold ins' the Mission-

aries in China from all forms of procedure which might

possibly be regarded as disturbing the social institutions

of China.

They must, in fact, be prohibited from any line of

conduct subversive of the ancient customs and manners

of China, or derogatory to her laws, or liable to be



recognised as producing abuses of misprision through

partiality displayed towards the converts as against non-

believers—proceedings which can in no way be reconciled

with the legitimate doctrine of religion. True, the Chinese

civilization is as yet rudimentary, and improvements may,

in many respects, be necessary in the customs and man-

ners of the country. Still, nothing can be a greater

mistake on the part of foreigners than to attempt to

overthrow the whole organisation at one blow, with a

view to substituting their own customs and manners.

China was early distinguished for her excellent etiquette

and music, and some of these admirable formalities are

still preserved among the people.

To ignore all these facts and to attempt to disturb

the ancient decorum of China is to be condemned as the

outcome of utter indifference to the legitimate sphere of

action belonging to the Missionaries. It is therefore

advisable that we should assume a respectful attitude

towards the custom,s and etiquett as well as the laws of

China, and endevour by degrees to inplant the seeds of

civilization and religion.

It is sincerely to be hoped that the ecclesistical au-

thorities in the world should persuade the missionaries in

China to act up to the principle we have just suggested,

as it embodies in itself a legitimate course to be pursued

by the propagators of religion who have embraced the

doctrine of universal affection or benevolence.

We Buddhists desire respectifully to submit the above

two proposals to the ecclesiastical authorities of all nations,

with the full conviction that should they, in accordance
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Avith our humble sentiments, be willing to take the course

proposed by us, the honest people of China will at once

lay aside all suspicion and apprehension, and appreciate

with delight the intrinsic virtues of relio^ion.

If so, the ruffians who seek to accomplish their

selfish ends under the guise of converts will eventually

become unable to do anything towards again disturbing

the foreign religion, and the future of the missionaries

in China will be as bright and smooth as the ocean in

spring. Then too the sources of disturbance in China will

become extinct, and a new era of mental enlightement im-

mediately dawn upon the Chinese with every prospect of

the reconciliation of the occidental and oriental civilizations.

Then again political as well as social institutions will

become settled in perfect order, and finally the four

hundred million souls, relieved from distress and affliction,

wall be enabled to enjoy the benefits of the doctrine of

universal benevolence, and the four hundred provivers

of China, thus cleared from portents of disaster, will

ultimately secure for themselves a happy condition ot

purity and tranquillity, and the whole world w^ould then

be filled with the sacred effulgence of peace and blessing

in its utmost brilliancy.

Such really is the condition wffiich w'e Buddhists of

great Japan are anxious to see brought about in China

and throughout the world.

October 1 1, 33rd Year of Meiji (ipoob
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Representatives of

the Great Japan Bud-

dhists Union, at their

Head Quarters within^

Genko Nakayama,

Superintendent ot the Tendai sect,

lukyo Cho,

Superintendent of the Shingon sect.

Kodo Hisata,

Superintendent of the Hieizan branch

of the Jodo sect.

Dokutan Toyoda,
the Kenninji Temple Superintendent of the Nanzenji
in Kyoto, Empire of

branch of the Rinzai sect.
Great Japan. . psKoei Otani,

Superintendent of the Otani branch

of the Shin sect,

Korin Yoshi,

^Superintendent of the Obaku sect.
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